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Crime Subcommittee Hearing Tuesday on Crimes
Against Children Legislation

What: Legislative Hearing on H.R. 2388, the “Prevention and Deterrence of

Crimes Against Children Act of 2005,” and H.R. 2318, the “Protection

Against Sexual Exploitation of Children Act of 2005" 

Who: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security – Rep.

Howard Coble (R-N.C.), Chairman

When: 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 7, 2005

Where: 2141 Rayburn Building

Department of Justice (DOJ) data from 12 States shows that from 1991-96, 67 percent of all
victims of sexual assault were juveniles (under the age of 18) and 34 percent were under the age of 12. 
One of every seven victims of sexual assault was under the age of six.  The picture is equally grim with
regard to sexual exploitation of children nationwide.  One in 5 girls and 1 in 10 boys are sexually
exploited before they reach adulthood, yet less than 35 percent of these crimes are reported to
authorities.  The problem is exacerbated by the millions of children solicited online.  DOJ says 1 in 5
children (10 to 17 years old) receive unwanted sexual solicitations online.

LEGISLATION...
T H.R. 2388 – will strengthen existing statute governing the sentencing of defendants for

crimes committed against children, and adopt new, stiffer penalties for violent crimes
against children.

T H.R. 2318 – will impose mandatory minimum penalties ranging from 10 years to life for
exploitation of children younger than 12 years old and for children 12 to 16 years old.

THIS HEARING WILL...
. Be the first in a series of hearings related to child crime, focusing on child abuse, child

violence, the sex offender registry program, DNA evidence, and other child crime related
issues.

WITNESSES: Ms. Laura Parsky, Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, DOJ; The
Honorable Charlie Crist, Florida Attorney General; Ms. Carol Fornoff, Mesa, AZ, mother of a
murdered child; and Mr. John Rhodes, Assistant Federal Defender, Federal Defenders of Montana.
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